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Valentini’s Supper Club, Chisholm 

Cash bar social beginning at 5:00 
Full course Italian buffet at 6:15   

Entertainment by I Cantatori Singers 
 

-----Dinner tickets, including tax and tip----- 
$15.00 for members in good standing; $17.50 for gue sts. 

In lieu of a Christmas gift exchange, those attendi ng 
will be asked to contribute $5.00 for area food she lves. 

 
Make reservations by Mon., Dec. 1 by phoning club t reasurer 

Linda O’Brien at 218/262-5184 or by mailing her  
a personal check at 3227 1st Ave., Hibbing 55746. 
Checks should be made payable to Trentini Club. 

 

2009 DUES DUE 
Here’s a friendly reminder that 
annual membership dues for 2009 
should be paid by Dec. 6, either by 
mail or at the Christmas party. Cost is 
$15.00 a person. 
 
Members’ spouses, their children and 
others of Trentini lineage are invited 
to join the club as well as participate 
in the many social and organizational 
activities throughout the year. 
 
Please make your check payable to 
Trentini Club. If submitting by mail, 
your payment should be sent to club 
treasurer Linda O’Brien at 3227 1st 
Ave., Hibbing 55746. 
 
New members should submit their 
full name, mailing address, e-mail 
address and phone number with their 
dues payment.  

Club members and guests gather for annual polenta fee d 
One of the biggest draws for Trentini Tirolesi del 
Minnesota activities is our club’s annual Vincent 
Gentilini Polenta Feed. This year’s event was held Sun., 
April 13 at the Buhl Senior Center with about 60 club 
members and guests in attendance. 
   Among  participants  shown  in the  photos above are  

(1) Sharon Kearney and her granddaughter Devin 
Carlson;  (2) Tom  Palcich (second from left) with his 
son Tony, mother Lucille, and brother John; (3) George 
and Pat Ciatti; (4) John Trenti, Rita Pineo and Marilyn 
Galbraith, and (5) Joan Erspamer (right) with club 
members Wes and Bunny Paschke.    
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T hey boarded the Happy Trails Tours bus early 
Tuesday morning, July 2, and began a three-

day, 1,200-mile trip to Solvay/Syracuse, NY to 
attend the 18th Ittona Convention. 
   The contingent of happy travelers is shown in the 
picture at the top of the facing page. They included 
(foreground, l-r) Rom Amistadi, Rudy Zattoni, Pete 
O’Brien, Richard Seppi, Dominic Rauzi, John and 
Louise Fort, Mary Seppi, Sherrie Seppi, Peggy 
Schmitt, Val Amistadi, Mary Louis, Sylvia Rauzi 
McElroy, Sue Gnoza, Linda O’Brien, LoRetta 
Seppi, Bobbette Zattoni, and Joe Gnoza. Their bus 
driver was Rick Carlson, in the far left background. 
  Their first stop after breakfast in Iron River, MI 
was at the Garden Place in Norway, MI where 
Dominic’s sister Sylvia and cousin Mary Louis, 
both members of the Norway Trentini Club, joined 
their Minnesota counterparts aboard the bus after 
the local newspaper took a group picture. Then it 
was off to St. Ignace, MI for an “overnighter.” 
   Another day on the road---playing cards, listen-
ing to music, watching movies, taking in the 
scenery, and visiting while munching on “goodies” 
and sipping refreshments---brought them to 
Niagara Falls, NY. On Thursday, before arriving at 
convention headquarters in Syracuse, they donned 
plastic smocks and got on board a “Maid of the 
Mist” excursion boat to ride to the very base of the 
American Falls and the basin of Horseshoe Falls. 
That was followed by a lunch and an extensive tour 
at Niagara College Teaching Winery in Niagara-
On-The-Lake, Canada. 
   By late Thursday and going through Sunday, it 
was convention time, filled with many opportun-
ities to renew old friendships and develop new 
ones with Tyroleans from many parts of the world 
as well as unite with other far-off family members. 
   Our Trentini group, for instance, had many dis-
cussions with Maurizio Tomasi, journalist and 
world traveler who was on the Mesabi in May 2006 
to film a documentary about Iron Rangers of Tyro-
lean descent. Also, Rudy and Bobbette shared 
time with their daughter and son-in-law, Gina and 
Jeff Hunsinger of Grand Blanc, MI. Gina is a 
member of our club. 
   Then there were dinners, dances, dignitaries’ 
speeches, a Tyrol Club of Solvay polenta feed with 
various sauces and accompaniments, banner 
parades, Mass at St. Cecilia’s Catholic Church, 
and a rainy but much appreciated last-day picnic. 
   And if all that wasn’t enough, the three-day trip 
home included a stay at the Bavarian Inn in Fran-
kenmuth, MI, lunch at the Grand Hotel on Macki-
nac Island, and a horse-drawn tour of the island.       

Kathy Bresnik and Deb Corradi divide and scrub celery. 

Linda and Pete O’Brien help chop the vegetables. 

Rom Amistadi pressure cooks each jar 
of antipasto near the end of the process. 

From 12 to 15 members of our Trentini 
club banded together again on two 
Saturdays this fall to produce a total of 
437 pint jars of antipasto. As usual, the 
work took place at Rom and Val Amis-
tadi’s home in Chisholm. 
   Proceeds from the sale go into the 
club’s treasury to help pay for scholar-
ships, supplement local food shelf 
collections,  buy club supplies, provide 
“extras” for the Christmas party, and 
support other year-round club activities. 

Trentini Club, Seppi Family award three scholarship s 
Again this year, Trentini Tirolesi del Min-
nesota and the Seppi family have teamed up 
to award scholarships to three of our 
members’ children attending college. 
   The recipients of our club’s two scholar-
ships of $200 each went to Sarah Amistadi 
and Gabriella Perell. Eric Fort received the 
Ernest “Larry” Seppi private grant of $150 
with a $50 add-on from the club. The amount 
our club grants each year is based on the 
balance in our treasury at the time. 
   Sarah is the daughter of Louis and Karen 
Amistadi and granddaughter of  Rom and Val 
Amistadi. A 2008 graduate of Chisholm High 
School, she currently is taking a general 
course at Mesabi Range Community and 
Technical College in Virginia. 
   Gabriella is the daughter of Dave and Pam 
Perell. A 2008 graduate of Hibbing High 
School, she now  is in  her  freshman  year at 

St. Thomas University in St. Paul where she is 
enrolled as a health sciences/pre-med student. 
   Eric is the son of John and Louise Fort and 
is a candidate for a doctorate in chemistry at 
Boston College in Boston. Among many other 
activities, he serves as the web master for our 
club’s website at www.trentini.org. 
   For more information about our scholarship 
program, call Lynn Wilson at 218/262-1651. 
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Because of the hard work and generosity of our 
members, Trentini Tirolesi del Minnesota this year 
was able to donate a total of $300 to three Mesabi 
Iron Range food banks. Of that amount, $200 was 
collected at last year’s Christmas party and $100 
was drawn from the general fund. The money was 
intentionally contributed in March when it was 
being doubled by other sources. 

Once again...  

It’s antipasto time 
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IN MEMORIAM 
Deepest sympathy is expressed to 
the families of the following Trentini 
Tirolesi del Minnesota members who 
have died in recent months: 
 
Henry Banal, Sauk Center, June 9. 
 
Joe Franzinelli, Chisholm, a club           
historian, July 20. 
 
Mike Schmitt, St. Paul, Aug. 16. 
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• Vincent Gentilini Polenta Feed, Buhl Senior 
Center, Sunday, April 19 at 1:00 p.m. ($5.00 a 
person for non-member guests.)  
• Annual Picnic, LoRetta Seppi’s Cabin on 
Dewey Lake, Saturday, August 15 at 1:00 p.m. 
• Christmas Party...To be announced 

 
All members  are invited to attend our club’s 

general meetings the second Wednesday of each 
month (except July, Aug. and Dec.) at the Buhl 

Senior Center beginning at 6:30 p.m.  
A social and cash drawing follow each meeting. 
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Among those who combined a trip to the Mesabi Range to visit 
family and attend the picnic were Tom and Myra Winn, Richfield, MN; 
Teri Weeks, Monrovia, CA, and Pam Rivera, Long Beach, CA. 

Following the lead of I Cantatori’s John Pagliaccetti in an impromptu Italian sing-
along are Bob Springhetti, Richard Seppi, Tony Seppi, Lorne Wilson, and LoRetta 
Seppi. Bob is a long-time I Cantatori singer as well as a Trentini club historian.  

Relaxing at Dewey Lake and listening to the music of the I Cantatori 
singers are Cheryl Sandberg, Keith Hiesdahl, Lynn Wilson and Rachel 
Sandberg. Weather that day on the Mesabi Iron Range was ideal. 

W hether you translate the Italian word scampagnata as “picnic” or “a 
trip in the country,” the meaning came through as pure enjoyment for 

those who attended Trentini Tirolesi del Minnesota’s annual picnic Aug. 2 at 
LoRetta Seppi’s cabin on Dewey Lake near Chisholm. 
   The weather cooperated on that Saturday with clear blue skies and tem-
peratures in the high 70s as families and friends took advantage of the great 
outdoors to eat, drink, converse, play games and listen to I Cantatori. 
   A hearty crew of volunteers pitched in early to set up newly acquired tents 
as well as post directional signs along the country roads for newcomers to 
find their way to the site. Others set up tables and chairs, worked in the 
kitchen, and stirred the polenta in a boiling copper pot outside. When the 
pièce de résistance (pardon our French) was ready, it took its rightful place 
at the head of four long tables of delicious “pot luck” contributions.  
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