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‘And away we go’  
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M embers of Trentini del Minnesota have a rare opportunity to travel together to the international ITTONA 
convention this summer in style and comfort…and at a very reasonable cost. 

 
Arrangements have been made with Happy Trails Tours in Forbes, MN to provide round trip motor coach service 
between several communities on the Mesabi Iron Range and Solvay/Syracuse, NY where the convention will take 
place July 10-13. The bus will leave the Range for New York State the morning of Tuesday, July 8 and return the 
evening of Wednesday, July 16. The nine-day adventure will include: 
 

��� Lodging in St. Ignace, MI and Niagara Falls, NY en route to Solvay 
��� Lodging in Frankenmuth, MI and St. Ignace on the return trip 
��� A narrated tour of Niagara Falls and the Maid of the Mist Boat Cruise 
��� A visit to a nearby vineyard in Canada and a winery tour 
��� A round trip ferry ride to Mackinac Island and a narrated horse-drawn tour of the island 
��� Eight meals, including four breakfasts, two lunches, and two dinners 
��� Luggage handling and taxes 
��� Gratuities for packaged meals, porters, and city guides 

 
More details about this fabulous trip, including cost and terms, are explained in the Happy Trails brochure 
included with this newsletter. But remember…reservations for the bus trip are on a first come, first served basis. 
Make yours early by phoning either Louise Fort at 262-2398 in Hibbing, LoRetta Seppi at 258-3769 in Buhl, or 
Deb Krall at 741-2853 in Virginia. Then complete and mail the registration form at the bottom of page one of the 
brochure to Happy Trails Tours along with your $100 per person deposit. 

(Continued on page 3) 
 
 

Installation of officers.  Louise Fort (seated at right) officially handed the president’s gavel to her elected 
successor, Deb Krall (left), at our club’s monthly meeting Jan. 9. Deb will be assisted by (l-r) Rom Amis-
tadi, trustee; Nancy White, secretary; Linda O’Brien, treasurer; LoRetta Seppi, vice president, and Rudy 
Zattoni, trustee. Louise served two years as club secretary before becoming president for four successive 
two-year terms. She continues working with Trentini membership as well as other club responsibilities. 



Working their way  through the buffet line of Italian cuisine 
are (from back) Dave and Pam Perell, Louise Fort, Barry and 
Kathy Bresnik, and Alicia Brozovich. Mama mia. The dinner 
menu included everything from chicken cacciatore, ravioli  
and penne Alfredo to sausage, meatballs and tossed salad. 

Dominic Rauzi  (right) 
exercises his vocal cords 

with Rocci Lucarelli and 
Rocci’s fellow I Cantatori 

Singers in an abbreviated 
evening of Christmas 

songs and Italian favorites. 
A heavy snowfall creating 
slippery roads sent every-

one home early from a 
dinner party and program 

that began at 5:00. 

Heavy snow was falling outside Valentini’s Heavy snow was falling outside Valentini’s 
Supper Club in Chisholm the evening of Sat., Supper Club in Chisholm the evening of Sat., 

Dec. 1 as members of Trentini Tirolesi dDec. 1 as members of Trentini Tirolesi d el el 
Minnesota got together for a warm preMinnesota got together for a warm pre --

Christmas celebration inside.Christmas celebration inside.   

A  snowy and blustery night didn’t deter 55 members of Trentini 
Tirolesi del Minnesota and their guests from attending the club’s 

11th annual Christmas banquet, Sat., Dec. 1 at Valentini‘s Supper Club in 
Chisholm. The only party spoiler was the significant snowfall taking place 
across the Mesabi Iron Range that kept some away and eventually sent 
participants home an hour or two earlier than they intended. 
   Anticipating weather problems, everyone took full and early advantage 
of mixing with close friends, enjoying a bountiful Italian buffet, and 
relaxing to the fine music of the I Cantatori Singers. 
   The event---in which attendees contributed a total of $200 to local food 
shelves---was organized by Nancy White and Sue Gnoza. They, along with 
Linda O’Brien, also made and donated an assortment of dessert bars that 
Valentini’s so graciously allowed to be brought in to the supper club.       
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Gathered around the dinner table are (l-r, seated) 
Christine Turk, Alice Turk and Bobbette Zattoni, with 
(standing, l-r) Bill and Deb Krall and Rudy Zattoni.  

Val Amistadi  (standing) visits with Josephine Bica-
nich and Olga and Mario Sartori just prior to dinner.  
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Arriverderci 

Life is a balance of holding on and letting go. My eight years as your president have been very 

fulfill ing and I have enjoyed learning a tremendous amount about my Trentini heritage. The 

friendships gained through the club have been priceless and being together has enriched my life. 

The trips to Italy, conventions and yearly events have generated great stories and I know we have 

many more memories to make together. 

Our club has thrived, not because I was president, but because of all the dedicated club members 

of Trentini Tirolesi del Minnesota club. One person or a group of officers does not make a club 

successful. It takes the dedication and volunteerism of its m
embership and I am grateful that I 

enjoyed these years as president with the support of all of you. In addition, I would also like to 

thank the members who cannot attend monthly meetings because of  personal  circumstances. 

Through letters, attending events, donations and just by simply being members, you support our 

club in a different but special way.  

Our common bond is celebrating our heritage and passing it on to the next generation. Each of us 

needs to actively bring our young people, as well as those of Trentini heritage who are not current 

club members, into our club. It is o
ur responsibility to keep our club alive. In doing so, we honor 

our ancestors who left their loved ones in their homeland of Trentino and took that long and 

uncertain boat ride to the United States of America and settled on the Iron Range of Minnesota. 

I  cannot close without saying how much I miss our deceased members, especially our club 

founders who worked so long, hard and diligently to get us to where we are today. I feel blessed to 

have known them. 

I welcome Deb Krall as our new president. She is a wonderful person. She is an active volunteer, 

intelligent, always smiling, has a great sense of humor and is a lot of fun. I know she will do an 

excellent job and continue to lead us in our Trentini journey of life. I also would like to thank 

Sharon Kearney for her many years of being our newsletter editor and welcome the new editor, 

Joe Gnoza, who I know will do a fine job of keeping us well informed. 

Buona Salute! 

Louise Fort, President 

2000-2007 
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Trentini Tirolesi                    Trentini Tirolesi                    
del Minnesotadel Minnesota   
Stella del NordStella del Nord   
At your service At your service   

  
PresidentPresident�����������		�����������		 ��

Vice PresidentVice President����
����
 ���

����������

������� ��
TreasurerTreasurer����
����������������
������������ ��
SecretarySecretary�������������
��������������
� ��
TrusteeTrustee�����������

��������������

��� ��
TrusteeTrustee������������
���������������
��� ��
LaCaritaLaCarita���� �	���� �	 �����
��������
��� ��
HistorianHistorian����!	��������������!	���������� ��

HistorianHistorian����"���#���$���		�����"���#���$���		� ��
MembershipMembership����
������#��
����
������#��
 ��
ScholarshipsScholarships����
������	�������
������	��� ��

PublicityPublicity����%���&�	��������%���&�	���� ��
EditorEditor����"���'��$�����"���'��$� ��

IN MEMORIAM 
Deepest sympathy is expressed to 
the family of Ernest Erspamer, 93, 
who died Nov. 7. Ernie was a 
founding member of our club and 
served as a translator and histor-
ian through the years. 
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• Sun., April 13...Vincent Gentilini Polenta 
Feed, Buhl Senior Center, 1:00 p.m. ($5.00 
a person for non-member guests.)  
• Thurs., July 10 through Sun., July 13... 
ITTONA Convention, Solvay, NY 
• Sat., Aug. 2...Annual Picnic, LoRetta 
Seppi’s Cabin on Dewey Lake North of 
Chisholm, 1:00 p.m. 
• Sat., Dec. 6...Christmas Party, Valen-
tini’s Supper Club, Chisholm, 5:00 P.M. 

 
 

All members are invited to attend our club’s 
general meetings the second Wednesday of 

each month (except July, August and 
December) at the Buhl Senior Center 

beginning at 6:30 p.m. Refreshments and a 
cash drawing follow each meeting. 

Iron Rangers begin plans for ITTONA conference in Solvay in July 
(Continued from page 1) 
 
The four-day convention, itself, costs $260 per person. For that amount, attendees get conference materials, transportation to and from the 
conference hotel in Syracuse to Solvay activities, two dances and most meals. 
 
The host hotel for the conference is the Holiday Inn in Liverpool, NY. At  this printing, their quoted room rates per person for a four-night 
stay were $481.00, single; $260.00, double; $185.00, triple; and $150.00, quad, including taxes and breakfast on Friday and Saturday. 
 
To obtain a conference registration form and agenda, check the Internet at http://www.ittona.org/ITTONA_registration_general.pdf  or 
contact Louise, LoRetta or Deb. 
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Scholarships awarded to three; more now available for 2008/2009 school year  
 

Small group. Big hearts. That’s the best way to describe the hundred or so members who make up the Trentini Tirolesi club of Minnesota.  
In this instance, members have awarded $150 scholarships to three young adults with Trentino ancestry. They include: 

 

·     Andrea Corradi , a pre-med student at the University of Minnesota in the Twin Cities. She is the daughter of  Tom (a club member)  
and Judy Corradi of Maple Grove, MN and the niece of club member Deb Corradi. Her late grandfather, Angelo Corradi, was one of 
our club founders.  

 

·     Justine Turk, a psychology major at Mesabi Range Community College in Virginia. She is the daughter of Frank (a club member) and 
Kelly Turk of Eveleth; granddaughter of club member Alice Turk, Eveleth, and niece of newly elected club president Deb Krall. 

 

·     Bryan Springhetti, studying pre-pharmacy at Butler University in Indianapolis, IN. Bryan is the grandson of club members Robert and 
Christine Springhetti of Virginia. His scholarship was made possible solely through the generosity of the family of club member Ernest 
“Larry” Seppi, who died last March 3. His family includes his mother, Mary; sister LoRetta; and brother, Richard, all club members. 

 
Each of the three scholarship recipients had some moving and succinct comments about their ancestors taking on the uncertainty of leaving 
their homeland in northern Italy to immigrate to the United States. Because of space limitations in this edition, we will save those stories for 
a future edition of the Stella del Nord newsletter. 
 
 The annual Trentini scholarship program was established in April 2003. Applicants must be of Trentino descent, a graduating high school 
senior or older, and attend a post-secondary institution within the next year. 
 
For a scholarship application, contact our club’s Lynn Wilson at 262-1651. The deadline for submission is April 1. 
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